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At AMT, we focus on turn taking over sharing.
Asking a child to share can translate to “give
what you are using right now to your friend” -
when a child could be right on the brink of a

play discovery!  Prompting a child to share on-
the-spot often disrupts the learning that is
happening under the surface of play: the

planning, organizing, deepening engagement,
decision making, follow through... Whenever

possible, at AMT, a child is allowed to play with
a toy for as long as actively using it and offer a

turn to a friend once all done.

“Can I have a turn?” 
“I am using this right now.” 
“You can have a turn when I’m all
done.”

Teachers step in to support with big
feelings: 

“You’re frustrated. You wish it was
your turn right now!”
“We can handle frustrated.” 
“Should we play with blocks or trains
while we wait for our turn?”

Turn Taking

This sounds like.........
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In toddler and two year old classrooms,
we have multiples of toys to set children
up for successful parallel play. 

With sign language, we emphasize key
words such as: “busy,” “turn,” “all done.”
To sign “turn,” form the letter ‘L’ with
your dominant hand, with the thumb up
and the index finger pointed at a right
angle, while the rest of your fingers
remain curled. Then, point your thumb
close to your chest and rotate it toward
the other party. Point the thumb towards
the person whose turn you want to
emphasize (to self to sign “my” turn).

We calmly state what we see
instead of swooping in to solve:
“I see two kids who want the
same truck. How can we work
this out?”  
We ”think out loud” to give them
the words: “You can say, ‘I’m still
using this. You can have a turn
when I’m all done.” 
When there is a limited
quantity of a consumable
resource or a limited amount
of time with a resource, we
help children find fair ways to
play. This might include
trading, playing together,
sharing, or taking shorter
(timed) turns.

“Would you want to trade?”
“Is there a way for everyone to play?” 
“The materials in the tray are for the
whole table to share. There are no more
pom poms in the cabinet. Can you take
five and pass the tray down?” 
“I’ll let you know when there are two
minutes left in your turn.  Then you can
pass the stethoscope to Everett.”

Special Considerations
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